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Was anyone genuinely sur-
prised at the disruptive
antics of Khalid Shaikh

Mohammed and his fellow defendants
in the Guantánamo 9/11trial? They
shouted, stood up and refused to an-
swer questions or even wear the head-
phones that translated the proceedings
for their benefit.

This is a natural extension of the
belligerence displayed every day for a
decade by many detainees, who con-
tinue to be at war with us even though
we are dismantling our war against
them.

Part of our surrender was the Oba-
ma administration’s willingness to
hold these trials in a civilian court-
room, as if 9/11were a Mafia hit and
not an act of war. One can only imag-
ine if this circus were playing out in
lower Manhattan instead of along the
scrubby coastline of Cuba.

It was not even all that surprising
when defense attorney Cheryl Borman
suited up in full Muslim garb and
asked all women in the courtroom to
adjust their dress so as not to wound
the sensibilities of the men accused of
slaughtering thousands of Americans.

This is what defense attorneys do
when the basic facts of the case are not
in dispute: a game of distraction and
obfuscation designed to muddy the
path toward a guilty verdict. Do not be
surprised if these tactics continue.

But in a trial with few surprises,
Blake Allison may meet the definition.

His wife, Anna, was on the plane
that hit the World Trade Center’s Tow-
er One. When his name was selected in
the lottery for the limited seats in the
courtroom, he packed his bags, saying
he wanted to see in person the men
accused of the plot that killed his wife.

He says he is convinced the defen-
dants are remorseless and would wage
the attacks again if they could.

The surprise came when Allison
met with the defense team, offering to
testify to spare the accused from the
death penalty.

Opponents of capital punishment
are often taunted by the suggestion
they would change their tune if a loved
one were killed. This 9/11widower is
not swayed. Alone among other family
members in attendance at Guantána-
mo and facing resistance from his
wife’s family, his death penalty opposi-
tion will not be trumped by his own
grief.

He is entitled to that position. But
like many opponents of capital punish-
ment, it is based on a misconception.
Allison says the horrors of 9/11“do not
give me the go-ahead to take a life.”

But this is not about him.
The death penalty is not an act of

personal revenge. It is a society’s state-
ment that because innocent life is
sacred, we will take the lives of those
who commit murder.

Allison does not have to agree with
that statement. If he can garner
enough people who share his belief, he
can work legislatively to have the death
penalty overturned in the state where
he lives, in federal statutes, and in
military commissions for enemy com-
batants in wartime.

Until that happens, the death pen-
alty is on the books and, one would
think, in the cards for Khalid Shaikh
Mohammed and his friends. The only
arguments to be made upon convic-
tion would be whether death is a fitting
sentence for these crimes under the
law.

Look for the defense team to ramp
up its game at that point, arguing that
its poor clients were tortured or that
the proceedings were somehow
flawed.

But if those convictions happen,
these five will be marched to an entire-
ly deserved death at the hands of the
country they waged war against. Alli-
son will not share that view on that
day, and he has every right to his opin-
ion.

But if these defendants are spared,
we might as well dismantle the death
penalty, because it will have been
stripped of all meaning.

Conservative talk
show host Mark
Davis is on twitter
@markdavis and
may be contacted

at markdavisshow@gmail.com.

9/11: Death
penalty is
necessary
Victim pleads for life of
defendants, but justice must
be served, says Mark Davis

Nominees, please: I’ll soon select this year’s
book for the sixth annual Points Summer Book
Club, the Sunday commentary section’s week-
long blog discussion about a book and a follow-
up town hall Q&A with the author. I have a

robust list of book nominees, but I wanted to open it up for dis-
cussion one more time. We’re looking for a smart “Pointsy” read
and a book personally applicable to readers’ lives.

Nicole Stockdale, editorial board member,
dallasnews.com/opinionblog

Movies on Davis: I’m interested in the Alamo
Drafthouse concept headed to our area, with
dinner and drinks available at your seat and an
age restriction. The “Bridging the Gap” team
should get to stumping for one of these in north

Oak Cliff. The demographics seem to work, and a Davis Street
location has potential. It’s worth noting there’s not a lot of com-
petition for the movie dollar south of the Trinity.

Mike Hashimoto, editorial board member,
dallasnews.com/opinionblog
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People do amazingly inconsid-
erate things when they think
no one is looking. A pickup

full of bulk trash is headed to the city
dump, for example. The trip is time-
consuming and costs money. Along
the way, the driver sees an empty
field. No one’s watching, so he stops,
unloads and, voila, problem solved. 

This kind of thinking occurs
regularly in various places in south-
ern Dallas as uncaring people dump
their problems for someone else to
deal with. The city is either left with
the task of cleaning up the mess or
issuing a code violation to the prop-
erty owner whose field hosts the
newly dumped junk.

But what if the city is the vio-
lator?

For several years, I’ve driven
periodically around the modest
Bonton neighborhood of South
Dallas to monitor its fix-up efforts. A
longtime fixture of the area has been
a block of land at Bexar and Dorris
streets where the city long ago built a
floodwater pump station. Since the
pumping equipment was all un-
derground, the surface sat empty
with a chain-link fence surrounding
it.

Decades ago, city workers began
using the enclosed area for storage of
stuff such as concrete sewer pipes,
wooden guardrail posts and long
industrial bins full of garbage. Even-
tually, the back side of the lot be-
came a dumping place, with city
workers apparently contributing to
the junk pile of dirt, used road as-
phalt, manhole covers and bags of
garbage. 

A block away from the site is an
elementary school and, beyond that,
a new housing and commercial
complex built with city help.

Gilbert Aguilar, who has worked
with the Department of Street Ser-
vices for 33 years and now serves as
its director, says the pump station
yard has been used this way as long
as he’s been there. Nobody stopped
to ask whether the use was permis-
sible or what kind of damage it in-
flicted on surrounding residents.

“I’m making assumptions here
that, whenever the pump station
was built — that must’ve been back
in the ’50s or something, maybe
even before then — folks just needed
a place to store stuff, and they start-
ed storing it there,” Aguilar said. “I
don’t think anybody questioned it.
They may have just assumed, hey, it’s

our facility here, let’s just store stuff.”
That’s how an egregious violation

of neighboring residents’ rights
became a matter of habit and cus-
tom. It was an empty field and no

one was looking. Voila.
Dorris Street is zoned residential,

except for the pumping station,
which is zoned “neighborhood com-
mercial,” a label that specifically
prohibits use of the property for
outside storage of any kind. The
property usage must be designed “to
minimize the impact on surround-
ing neighborhoods.” Instead, the
impact was maximum — and nega-
tive. 

The Department of Street Servic-
es’ adoption of the property as its
junkyard and storage shed left resi-
dents feeling powerless. It was the
city’s property, after all. “It’s an eye-
sore, but what can we do?” said Alice
Smith, whose 99-year-old mother,
Alma Bailey, lives across the street
from the pump station. “We’re trying
to make this neighborhood look
nice.”

Just down the street, Habitat for
Humanity is spearheading a $3.7
million reconstruction project that
includes several new houses. A beau-
tiful new park is another block away.
But transforming a neighborhood is
a lot tougher when a big, junky in-
dustrial storage yard is the first thing
people see. 

We added the storage yard to our
May 4 installment of “10 Drops in
the Bucket,” a monthly list that ad-
vocates for quality of life improve-
ments in southern Dallas. Within a
week of the list’s publication, the
pump station property was com-
pletely cleared.

The city’s quick action is laud-
able, even though it took this news-
paper’s nudging to get action. “It was
brought to my attention. …There’s
no question that it shouldn’t be
there, and it doesn’t meet the zoning
requirements,” Aguilar said. So he
ordered, “Take it out.”

Residents of Dorris Street still
deserve an explanation of why, in
effect, their own tax dollars were
used to drag down their quality of
life and rob them of property value.

It’s the thought that counts. In
this case, for 30 years or more, no
one stopped to think.

Dallas Morning
News editorial
writer Tod
Robberson can be
reached at

trobberson@dallasnews.com.

City Hall cleans up its mess

Tod Robberson/Staff 

Imagine that your neighbor’s yard had these garbage bins and sewer
pipes in it. That’s what Dorris Street residents have confronted for
more than three decades.

For years, a storage yard spoiled a South Dallas neighborhood, says Tod Robberson
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This week as Congress considers
the foreign aid budget for the
coming year, we are joining

efforts to raise awareness of the ur-
gent need for increased funding for
the health of women and girls across
the world. As leaders of organizations
with different backgrounds but who
both care about improving the hu-
man condition, we want to give voice
to the millions of women living in
poverty around the world who face
significant threats to their health and
survival every day.

For five decades, the United States
has been a leader in advancing global
health, including through specific
investments in the well-being of
women. While this support has led to
significant progress in reducing ma-
ternal and infant mortality rates and
in increasing life expectancy world-
wide, we have much more work to do.

It is appalling that this year
350,000 women will die in preg-
nancy and childbirth. That’s equiv-

alent to two Boeing 747s full of preg-
nant women crashing and killing
everyone on board every day of the
year. Tragically, most of these deaths
are preventable with simple, low-cost
interventions that treat pregnancy-
related conditions. Improving access
to family planning, so that women and
their families can decide on the num-
ber and timing of children, can also
reduce millions of unintended and
high-risk pregnancies each year,
improving maternal health and boost-
ing child survival rates.

Because of gender inequity, biolog-
ical vulnerability and inadequate
information, women face great risk of
HIV infection. Women represent
more than half of those living with
HIV globally; 60 percent of adoles-
cents infected with HIV are teenage
girls.

An estimated 2 million women live
with obstetric fistula, a horrific and
debilitating condition that, if un-
treated, leaves women — often young
women, whose bodies were too imma-
ture to give birth safely — incontinent
and stigmatized.

At current rates, over the next
decade, an estimated 100 million girls
will marry before their 18th birthday,
some as young as 10 or 12 years old.

These girls face great risk of domestic
violence, HIV infection and early
pregnancy, the latter of which is a
leading cause of death for young wom-
en.

This year, about 500,000 women
will be diagnosed with cervical cancer,
and three times that many will receive
breast cancer diagnoses. The majority
of these diagnoses will occur in devel-
oping countries, where health systems
are ill-equipped to respond.

But the good news is that there is a
solution to these grave challenges:
Continued access to comprehensive
programs that ensure the health of
women and girls — the same type of
program that the United States is
already supporting.

These programs help couples to
time and space their children. They
allow girls to postpone marriage and
pregnancy so they can stay in school
longer and become more productive
members of society. They prevent
millions of unintended pregnancies,
unsafe abortions and HIV infections,
and they treat thousands of cases of
obstetric fistula.

Led by the George W. Bush In-
stitute, the U.S government, along
with Susan G. Komen for the Cure and
UNAIDS, recently launched the Pink

Ribbon Red Ribbon to promote cervi-
cal cancer screening and treatment,
HPV vaccination of girls, and breast
cancer awareness in sub-Saharan
Africa and Latin America. This work
makes the important investments by
the United States in global health even
more comprehensive and lifesaving.

Congress must make difficult
decisions regarding our federal bud-
get. We urge lawmakers to recognize
that investing in the health of women
makes economic sense, as the World
Bank has confirmed. It saves lives. And
it improves the health and devel-
opment of communities and countries
around the world, which ultimately is
agood thing for the United States.

Suzanne Petroni (left) is vice president of
global health at the nonprofit Public
Health Institute and may be contacted
through globalhealth@phi.org. Dr. Doyin
Oluwole is the founding executive
director of Pink Ribbon Red Ribbon,
housed at the George W. Bush Institute,
and may be contacted at
isdoluwole@bushcenter.com.

Women’s health is a worthy use of foreign aid
It makes long-run
economic sense, say
Suzanne Petroni and
Doyin Oluwole
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